The 2nd Ohio Celebration of Women in Computing (OCWIC) conference was held on February 16 and 17th, 2007 at the Deer Creek resort in south-central Ohio. Nearly a hundred women traveled from all over the state, ranging from freshmen to graduate students majoring in computing fields. Seven bright young women from Computer Science stepped up to represent the University of Akron.

OCWIC is a regionally tailored, professional conference, modeled after the international Grace Hopper Celebration. The conference provides social and professional support for women in computing. This year’s program featured inspiring talks from CIO’s Susan Sheskey from Dell and Jeannine Abele from GE Aviation. Students also had access to faculty from Ohio universities and Ohio businesswomen who provided mentoring and resume reviews during popular birds-of-a-feather sessions. 

The conference program included technical papers, posters and panels designed to inspire, educate and encourage technical women and to enable networking among women participating in the IT field in Ohio. All seven of our students received scholarships that paid for all of their sessions, rooms and meals.
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University of Akron students (left to right): Pricilla Hope, Shannon Whalen, Varsha Mandyam, Preethi Srinivasamurthy, Sudha Bhattarai, Samira Nakicevic, and Katie Bradley.

